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Annual General Meeting - 2014 
 
A successful AGM was conducted on Sunday 23rd March at 5:00pm in the Club House with the usual 
robust, open, and frank debate that has characterised the event in years gone by. Outgoing 
President Kevin Alker gave his report which outlined the highs of the year and the future challenges 
the club faces to the 52 assembled members in attendance. 
 
The Club had reasonably successful badge season, with all 4 teams making the semis, although only 
one, Mosman 4, made it to the Grand Final losing out closely to Neutral Bay. But we triumphed in 
the Spring Badge season with Team 1 taking the honours in their division. 
 
We were also able to simplify the fee system offering a lower full members fee that, in addition, 
effectively opened the voting rights to a wider constituency within the Club. 
 
Towards the end of the year, we were able to recruit a new coach, Paul McNamara, who is taking 
over from Select Sports' Sarah Atkins, whom we thank for 5 years contribution to the Club and wish 
well in the new chapter of her life.  
 
On the other hand, we do have a challenge when it comes to membership numbers, and a financial 
modelling exercise conducted by Solutions Marketing & Consulting demonstrated that in the near 
future the Club will potentially experience financial pressures if measures are not taken to increase 
membership numbers. The Club thanks Tony Nix for undertaking the modelling exercise at no cost. 
 
After much debate and discussion, a motion was proposed and a vote taken. The motion was "The 
committee be authorised to seek approval from Mosman Council to get lights installed on the 6 
courts".  The motion was carried 25 for, 12 against.  
 
The full set of minutes from the AGM covering all the issues and the main thrusts of the discussion 
will be available shortly. 
 
Luke Keller was elected as President, Luke Bramble elected as Vice President, Peter Milharcic elected 
as Treasurer. David McCallum was re-elected Honorary Secretary and  David Hanson re-elected as 
Club Captain. The remainder of the Committee will comprise Pam Somerville, Diego Ascani, Gareth 
Rossiter, Gwenael le Reun, Paul Toshack. 
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Kevin Alker Steps Down as President 
 
After 4 years at the helm, Kevin Alker has stepped down as President. Kevin has worked 
tirelessly to make sure that the key functions of the Club continue to be executed for the 
benefit of all members. He has chaired around 50 committee meetings and AGMs, 
encouraging and supporting his fellow committee members and delegating the tasks skilfully 
to ensure that those best suited are able to fulfil their commitments. As he hands over to the 
new President, Luke Keller, we see the Club with a new coach, the grass courts in the best 
condition we've experienced for a while, and refreshed committee combining new blood with 
seasoned experience. The Club owes a debt of gratitude to Kevin and we would all like to 
thank him most sincerely for his commitment and counsel over the term of his presidency - 
thanks a lot, Kevin. 

 

  
Kevin addresses the membership at the Club's 
110th Anniversary 

2013 Award Night introduced by Kevin on our 
newly re-furbished upper deck. 

  
 
 

Pam Somerville - Life Member 
 
At the 2014 AGM, Di Shirling announced the award of Life 
Membership to Pam Somerville. Life Membership is only 
presented to an elite few who consistently have contributed 
to the life and the running of the Club over a sustained 
period. Pam has made an exceptional commitment to the 
Club over the past 30 or so years. A former member of Badge-
winning teams, Pam has hardly missed a meeting when a 
committee member and there are very few events at the Club 
which don't have her stamp. We are all very grateful for what 
Pam has done for the Club and congratulate her on becoming 
a Life Member. 
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Welcome to Paul McNamara  
 
The Club welcomes new coach Paul McNamara, who will be managing Paul's Tennis Academy from 
the time you read this Newsletter. If you've not met Paul already, please introduce yourself to him. 
We'll have a bit more on Paul in next month's Newsletter due to space restrictions in this one. 
 

Quiz Night Cliff-hanger! 
 
The Club held its second Quiz Night on 12th April, where 6 teams fought out over 7 rounds covering 
subjects as broad as the arts, sports, film characters, and famous buildings. And like last year the 
final round saw three teams neck and neck, the Foreign Legion and the Dirty 1/2 Dozen finishing up 
on 67 points apiece and the Mixed Bunch with 66. The first tie break ended 7-7 but the Foreign 
Legion's knowledge of Shakespeare's Historic plays was only marginally less dire so they triumphed 
4-3 in the second tie break.  
 
No hard feelings from the Dirty 1/2 Dozen, who as their name implies fielded the regulation six (6) 
players. Although, it was noticed as the prizes were being handed out that their winning opponents, 
with 7 players, might have been more appropriately named the Baker's 1/2 Dozen. Nevertheless, 
congratulations to skipper Sarah Atkins for taking her team over the line for the second time in a row 
and bettering last year's 54 points by a significant margin (see scoresheet below). 
 
And let's not forget Quiz Night rookies, Les Quizerables, who went home with a trinket each for 
attaining the coveted 5th runner up spot. 
 
Thanks also to David and Sally for running the quiz and keeping a boisterous crowd in check. Finally, 
a further thanks to Pam Somerville and David McCallum for arranging the prizes, recruiting the 
quizmasters, and for spending nearly two hours getting the spare chairs and tables out from the 
cellar, scrubbing them down (in the pouring rain), and setting up the field of play.  
 

 
 

 Upcoming Events 
 
Wimbledon Day Please put the following dates in your diaries - TBD Sunday in Late June/Early July    
 


